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House of Representatives
The House met at 10 a.m. and was

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BURR of North Carolina).
f

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 29, 1998.

I hereby designate the Honorable RICHARD
BURR to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Reverend James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

Let us pray using words of the peni-
tential Psalm 51:

Have mercy on me, O God, according
to thy steadfast love; according to thy
abundant mercy, blot out my trans-
gressions. Wash me thoroughly from
mine iniquity and cleanse me from my
sin.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and right spirit within
me. Cast me not away from thy pres-
ence and take not thy holy Spirit from
me. Restore to me the joy of thy salva-
tion, and uphold me with a willing spir-
it. Amen.
f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. BATE-

MAN) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BATEMAN led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
without amendment a bill of the House
of the following title:

H.R. 3096. An act to correct a provision re-
lating to termination of benefits for con-
victed persons.

The message also announced that the
Senate had passed a bill of the follow-
ing title, in which the concurrence of
the House is requested:

S. 2392. An act to encourage the disclosure
and exchange of information about computer
processing problems, solutions, test prac-
tices and test results, and related matters in
connection with the transition to the year
2000.

f

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 1194

(Mr. NORWOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, this
sounds a little crooked, but I will see if
I can get it straight. Four years ago
Republicans inherited a Congress run
by liberals for 40 years.

Now, during that time, our friends on
the other side of the aisle passed some
pretty cute environmental laws. Well,
most of these laws make about as
much sense as letting the fox guard the
hen house. So what has happened? Fed-
eral entities like my friends at the Sa-
vannah District of the Corps of Engi-
neers claim sovereign immunity so
they do not have to comply with envi-
ronmental laws.

On the other hand, private industry
just gets sued so groups like the Sierra
Club can make ends meet. Pretty clev-
er.

I think it is time that my friends at
the Corps of Engineers and all other
Federal entities, for that matter, abide
by the laws they set for you and me.
Then instead of sneaking out the back
door like they do now with this large
loophole, they will realize how frivo-
lous some of these laws actually are.

Cosponsor H.R. 1194 and stay tuned.

f

TAX CUTS

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, it was
last year that Republicans passed tax
cuts as part of the bipartisan balanced
budget agreement. The President
signed that legislation last summer.

This year the Congress and especially
the leadership of the Republicans
passed another tax cut. But this year
the Democrats are attacking these tax
cuts, calling them an election year
gimmick.

This is a very strange attitude, but
one that speaks volumes about what
liberal Democrats think about tax
cuts. Liberal Democrats do not think
that Americans are overtaxed. They
see no problem with a government that
requires average Americans to work
until mid-May, Tax Freedom Day, be-
fore having the right to keep the fruits
of their labor. In fact, they act as if
politicians are actually doing you a
favor by letting you keep what already
belongs to you.

The money that people earn belongs
to them, not to the politicians here in
Washington. It is time that the liberals
and the Democratic leadership under-
stand that and show some respect for
the hard-working people of America.
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